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MEMORIAL MIDDLE SCHOOL PARENT TEACHER CLUB 

MINUTES FOR SEPTEMBER 12, MEETING 

 

Please note:  The PTC meetings are generally scheduled for the 
second Monday of each month during the school year.  Next 
meeting:  October 10, 2011, 6 p.m. in the staff room off the 

cafeteria. 

ATTENDANCE:  Devan LaCoursiere, Kelly Bussard, Kristin Smith, Heidi Wiest, 
Kimberley Gray, Amy Shulte, Molly Jimenez, Julie Rossback, Dawn Manning, Melanie 
Huntington, John Byrne, Cheryl French, Chris Storm 

After introductions were made by all those present, the formal meeting was called to 
order by President LaCoursiere at 6:05 p.m. 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT:  Ken Gilbert could not be at the meeting so the Principal’s 
Report was presented by Vice-Principal Kelly Bussard. 

Ms. Bussard said that the enrollment is currently 635 students, a number that is very 
close to pre-school year estimates.  Enrollment is somewhat higher than expected in 
eighth grade and somewhat lower than expected in seventh.  The high enrollment 
combined with the cuts made in the budgets of all the schools has meant all classrooms 
are full with the largest number (excluding PE) being 38 students in a room.  The 
average would have been higher if most of the electives available last year had not been 
eliminated. 

There are four teachers new to the building. 

Ms. Bussard said that the opening days went smoothly.  She noted that back-to-school 
night is scheduled for 6:30 p.m., Thursday, September 15. 

The elimination of the electives has been balanced in part by the institution of “Bear 
Time” – a time of enrichment for those students who are not in need of remedial 
intervention.  The teachers and staff have put together a full range of Bear Time classes 
that the students can choose to attend.  Among the early offering will be: Lego Robotics, 
Jazz Band, Culinary Instruction, Beading, Yoga, Scrapbooking, Morse Code, Weight 
Loss, Hand Sewing, Spanish Dancing, Food Gardening (new garden beds were built by a 
volunteer over the summer), Chinese, Tennis, Soccer and a wide variety of other 
opportunities.  (It is expected that more choices will be added as the year goes on and 
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volunteers from outside the school suggest classes.) Each Bear Time class leader sets the 
proposed duration of the activity from a day to several weeks. 

For the first two weeks of the school year, all students have been meeting in their “Bear 
Dens” (formerly Homerooms) to go over the expectations and possibilities.  Actual 
choice will begin on Tuesday of the week of September 19. (There is no Bear Time on 
Mondays shortened by early release.)  The students will be provided a listing of the 
activities/studies and the place and each student will be free to go to one that interests 
her/him. 

Ms. Bussard said that for the first two weeks all students will be able to select an 
enrichment activity.  Intervention will begin in the third week of active Bear Time (fifth 
week of school), initially limited to Math and Reading.  Those who are failing in a 
subject will be directed toward the intervention classes.  (The student’s progress or lack 
thereof can be tracked with the Pinnacle System which is used to report grades on a 
weekly basis.  The codes that parents will need to access their student’s scores will be 
distributed at back-to-school night.  The codes are the same as those distributed in 
previous years for returning students.) 

The Principal’s Report was followed by a discussion of the early release program (most 
Mondays) and the fact that the last period for some students will be lunch.  Parents can 
sign a child out prior to the lunch period using the regular sign-out procedures for early 
leaving.  Separately, it was emphasized that the buses will transport the Memorial 
students home at the early release time. 

SPAGHETTI FEED:  THE SPAGHETTI FEED FUND RAISER FOR THE BAND 
AND THE PTC IS SCHEDULED FOR OCTOBER 11, 2011.  Julie Rossback 
reported that the spaghetti feed will feature the Advanced Band and the Choir.  Ms. 
Rossback will coordinate the split of the proceeds, the publicity and other matters with 
the music teacher, Ms. Buchert.  Ms Rossback also reported that she is in the process of 
getting the necessary letters for potential food and item donors and of contacting radio 
stations and the newspaper for publicity.  As occurred last year, dessert contributions 
will be solicited from parents and friends and the items will be sold to those in 
attendance.  It was suggested that those seeking to hear the music but not buy dinner be 
asked for a modest donation.  The event will occur before the next PTC meeting but Ms. 
Rossback will contact people as needed by e-mail and phone and will ask for a special 
meeting should one be needed. 

BOOKFAIR:  Heidi Wiest reported that the Scholastic Bookfair will be held during the 
week from October 24 through October 31.  (Conferences will be held on October 24 and 
31 – those days are non-school days.)  She will be seeking volunteers as the scheduling is 
made more firm. 
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SECRETARY/TREASURER’S REPORT:  The minutes of the meetings in May and 
June, 2011 were made available to the meeting.  It was M/S/P to accept the minutes as 
written.  The financial status report prepared by the Memorial front office was also 
made available.  It reflects that the PTC account (as of 9/12/11) was reported as 
$1,439.92.  It should be noted that only part of the $160.00 allocation for the Oregon 
Battle of the Books has been spent and a little bit less than $80 remains to be spent.  
The only expenditures likely in the short term are for materials related to the spaghetti 
Feed and those will be much less than the balance on hand. 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:55.  NEXT MEETING: 
MONDAY, OCTOBER 10, 2011, 6 PM NEXT TO THE 
SCHOOL CAFETERIA. 

 


